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On behalf of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees, and as 
a proud alumnus of the U of I System, I am honored to bring 
greetings and congratulations to the Class of 2021! 

You have been through so much to reach today’s milestone, 
juggling your studies with the historic challenges of a global 
pandemic. In the process, you have done even more than achieve 
your dreams. You have also helped make our universities among 
the safest in our nation—a model for our peers—and I am deeply 
grateful for your understanding, your cooperation and your 
sacrifice. 

Although it has been a few years since I was in the seat you are 
in today, I still remember the mix of excitement and anxiety I felt, 
not knowing exactly what the future might hold. That feeling is 
understandable. But rest assured that the world-class education 
you received here, in and out of the classroom, has given you the 
foundation to succeed and flourish. 

As you head off to make your mark on the world, know you 
carry a bond that forever connects you to your years on this 
remarkable campus. You are joining one of the world’s largest 
alumni networks—nearly 800,000 strong from across the U of 
I System’s three, best-in-class universities. As our alumni have 
since our founding over 150 years ago, I hope you will carry our 
flag with pride. Your successes will carry us forward, adding 
to our global reputation for excellence and attracting the new 
generations of students who want to follow in your footsteps.

I hope you will come back to campus often—to share your 
achievements, your experiences and your insights. And as you 
are out there changing and improving society, the entire world 
over, know that all of us you have left behind will be working 
for you, ensuring that the value and prestige of the degree you 
worked so hard to earn continues to grow. 

Congratulations again, Class of 2021! 

Donald J. Edwards
Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees
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Congratulations, Class of 2021!

College years are always a lifetime memory. But yours are literally 
historic, a time that your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren will learn about during their own educational 
journeys.

You earned your degrees amid the worst pandemic in a century, 
and the myriad worries, stresses and restrictions it created. A 
bulk of classes moved online. Attending in-person classes added 
COVID-19 testing to your weekly schedules. Traditional campus 
activities were limited, even simple pleasures like time with 
friends.  

Still, you achieved your dreams, and so much more. You also 
helped make the University of Illinois System a model for 
the nation as our three campuses remained safe and many 
classrooms remained open this year while peer universities 
struggled. It is a success story that made headlines across the 
country, thanks to a pioneering homegrown testing protocol and 
your understanding, cooperation, resilience, selflessness and 
sacrifice.

Those same qualities will also carry you far in the next chapter of 
your life that begins tomorrow. And, coupled with the talents and 
civic-minded spirit you nurtured here at UIC, you are primed to 
flourish.

But first things first. Take some time today to reflect on 
everything you’ve accomplished and the tremendous milestone 
you have reached. There are a small handful of days in life that 
you will never forget. From my own experience and the beaming 
faces I have seen at nearly 40 years of commencements, I can 
tell you that your graduation is one of them. So I hope you savor 
every minute of it.

Congratulations again, Class of 2021! It is an honor to celebrate 
you, joined by the proud family and friends who have supported 
you along the way.

I hope the lessons you learned exceed the high expectations that 
brought you here and guide you to the future you imagined.

Enjoy your day and come back often. 

Timothy L. Killeen
President
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Dear 2021 Graduates:

Each year, I had the honor to write a letter to our graduates 
that was printed in the commencement ceremony program, 
congratulating them on their success in meeting the demands of 
their academic careers at the University of Illinois Chicago. Every 
year, the programs were placed on the graduates’ seats waiting 
for them, as they gathered with their guests to witness the 
University formally recognize their accomplishments and confer 
their degrees. 

This year, you and your guests are receiving this letter 
electronically because the public health restrictions in Chicago 
do not allow us to celebrate together. But while the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed nearly everything in our lives, it has not 
changed what you have achieved over the course of your studies 
at UIC! This important day in your lives rises above the conditions 
that are keeping you away from our campus and will always be a 
testament to your perseverance and accomplishments. 

You have successfully reached the end of this stage of your 
academic journey. You have been challenged to reach your 
highest potential, even in the face of an unprecedented health 
crisis, and you have succeeded. And you are now UIC alumni and 
the next generation of UIC ambassadors. I assure you that the 
entire university community shares my great pride in your hard 
work and the sacrifices you have made to reach this point.

I have every confidence that your future accomplishments will 
make a difference in people’s lives. This is the UIC legacy and you 
now are part of it. 

Congratulations Class of 2021!

Michael D. Amiridis
Chancellor
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Representative Emanuel “Chris” Welch has served the 7th District 
of Illinois since 2013. He was elected Speaker of the House in 
January 2021 after serving on several key committees, including 
as Chairman of the Executive Committee and as a member of 
the Revenue, Cities and Villages, Counties and Townships, and 
Higher Education Committees. As Chairman of the House Higher 
Education Committee, Representative Welch led efforts to pass 
historic legislation like the four-year MAP grant award and the 
AIM High Scholarship. He also served as Co-chair of Governor 
J.B. Pritzker’s Educational Success Transition Committee.
 
Representative Welch has focused on improving classroom 
education, creating jobs, helping our most-vulnerable citizens, 
and streamlining government. He has been the chief sponsor of 
several pieces of historic legislation, including the Historic Illinois 
Trust Act, the Homeless Bill of Rights, and laws making Illinois 
a welcoming state for immigrants and bringing cursive writing 
back to our schools. Representative Welch is a leading voice for 
adding Black and Brown people to the boards of publicly held 
corporations, and he has sponsored landmark legislation that 
requires Illinois corporations to annually disclose the composition 
of their boards of directors.
 
Representative Welch has been recognized with several 
significant awards for his legislative record, including the 
prestigious Zeke Giorgi Award from the AFL-CIO and the Friend 
and Education Award from the Illinois Education Association.
 
Before joining Illinois’s General Assembly, Representative 
Welch served 12 years on the Proviso Township High School 
Board of Education, including 10 years as Board Chair. He led 
the Proviso School Board in the creation of the Proviso Math and 
Science Academy, a school that has been recognized by Chicago 
Magazine and U.S. News & World Report.
 
Representative Welch is a Partner in local government law firm 
Ancel Glink. Previously, he was a Partner with Sanchez, Daniels 
and Hoffman, LLP from 2007 to 2018, where he represented 
local school districts and municipalities. He has been recognized 
as a “Super Lawyer” and one of Chicago’s “Leading Lawyers.”
 
Representative Welch is a graduate of Proviso West High School 
(’89), Northwestern University (’93), and JMLS (’97) where he was 
inducted into the Law School’s Hall of Distinction in 2016. He and 
his wife, ShawnTe, have two children, Tyler and Marley. 
 
A hallmark of Representative Welch’s service is his belief that “he 
will always find a way, or make one.”

Rep. Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch (’97)
Speaker, Illinois House 
of Representatives
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EX OFFICIO MEMBER
 Honorable J. B. Pritzker Governor of Illinois

BOARD MEMBERS
 Ramón Cepeda Darien
 Kareem Dale Chicago
 Donald J. Edwards Chicago (Chair)
 Ricardo Estrada Chicago
 Patricia Brown Holmes Chicago
 Naomi D. Jakobsson Urbana 
 Stuart C. King Champaign 
 Sarah Phalen Springfield
 Tami Craig Schilling Okawville

STUDENT MEMBERS
 Jocelyn Bravo Chicago
 Ali Mirza Urbana-Champaign
 Austin Verthein Springfield

UNIVERSITY OFFICERS

 Timothy L. Killeen President of the University of Illinois System
 Barbara J. Wilson  Executive Vice President of the University 

of Illinois System and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

 Michael D. Amiridis  Chancellor of the University of Illinois Chicago 
and U of I System Vice President

 Robert J. Jones  Chancellor of the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign and U of I System Vice President

 Karen M. Whitney  Chancellor of the University of Illinois 
Springfield and U of I System Vice President 
(Interim)

 Avijit Ghosh  Vice President and Chief Financial Officer  
and Comptroller for the U of I System

 Jay Walsh  Vice President for Economic Development 
and Innovation (Interim)

 Lester H. McKeever Jr. Treasurer of the Board of Trustees
 Thomas R. Bearrows University Counsel
 Gregory J. Knott  Secretary of the Board of Trustees  

and of the University
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS CHICAGO ADMINISTRATION

 Michael D. Amiridis Chancellor
 Susan Poser  Provost and Vice Chancellor  

for Academic Affairs
 TJ Augustine Vice Chancellor for Innovation
 Robert Barish Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs
 John Coronado Vice Chancellor for Administrative 
  Services
 Joanna Groden Vice Chancellor for Research
 Sherri McGinnis Gonzalez  Vice Chancellor for Strategic Marketing 

and Communications (Interim)
 J. Rex Tolliver Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
 Tom Wamsley Vice Chancellor for Advancement
 

UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
 Darby Dickerson Dean
 Julie M. Spanbauer Vice Dean for Academic Affairs
 Arthur Acevedo Associate Dean for Research  
  & Faculty Development
 Alicia Alvarez Associate Dean for Experiential Education
 Edie Bamberger Assistant Dean for Administration & Finance
 Amy T. Campbell Associate Dean for Law & Health Sciences
 Ramsey Blake Donnell Associate Dean of the Law Library &  
  Information Services 
 Rodney Fong Associate Dean for Academic Achievement,  
  Program Assessment & Bar Preparation
 Margaret O’Mara Frossard Associate Dean for Professionalism  
  & Career Strategy
 Samuel V. Jones Associate Dean for SCALES  
  & Inclusive Excellence
 Joseph Kearney Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives
 Tania A. Luma Assistant Dean for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
 Jennifer Pope Assistant Dean for Student Life & Leadership
 David E. Sorkin Associate Dean for Academic Programs
 Chanté Spann Assistant Dean for Admissions
 Sharon Y. Cannon Chief of Staff to the Dean
 Michael Huggins Executive Director of Marketing &    
  Communications
 Kim Isemann Executive Director of Career Services
 Anita Nelson Executive Director of Financial Aid
 Lauren N. Prihoda Weiner Executive Director of Alumni Relations &   
  Development
 Rebekah Saunders Registrar
 Peggy Ziemba Director of Calendar & Events
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UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL 
UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL FACULTY

  Anne Abramson  Foreign & International Law Librarian,  
  Law Library; Instructor       
  Arthur Acevedo Associate Dean for Research & Faculty  
  Development; Professor of Law
 Alicia Alvarez Associate Dean for Experiential Education;  
  Professor of Law
 Alberto Bernabe Professor of Law
 Donald L. Beschle Professor of Law
 Megan Bess Assistant Professor of Law;  
  Director, Externship Program
 Allison K. Bethel Clinical Professor of Law; Clinic Director,  
  Fair Housing Legal Support Center & Clinic
 Cynthia D. Bond Clinical Professor of Law;  
  Associate Director, Lawyering Skills Program
 Amy T. Campbell Associate Dean for Law & Health Sciences;  
  Professor of Law
 Maureen B. Collins Clinical Professor of Law
 Karen Halverson Cross Professor of Law
 Sarah Dávila-Ruhaak Assistant Professor of Law;  
  Director, International Human Rights Clinic
 Darby Dickerson Dean; Professor of Law
 Ramsey Blake Donnell Associate Dean of the Law Library & 
  Information Services;  
  Clinical Professor of Law
 Claire Toomey Durkin Associate Director, Research & Instruction,  
  Law Library; Instructor
 Yelena Duterte Assistant Professor of Law;  
  Director, Veterans Legal Clinic
 Rodney Fong Associate Dean for Academic Achievement,  
  Program Assessment & Bar Preparation;  
  Clinical Professor of Law
 Stuart Ford Professor of Law
 William K. Ford Professor of Law
 Marc D. Ginsberg Professor of Law
 Sonia Bychkov Green Associate Professor of Law
 Celeste M. Hammond Professor of Law;  
  Director, Center for Real Estate Law
 Renée Hatcher Assistant Professor of Law;  
  Director, Community Enterprise &  
  Solidarity Economy Clinic
 Joanne Simboli Hodge Clinical Professor of Law
 Kevin L. Hopkins Professor of Law
 Cecil J. Hunt II Professor of Law
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 Philip Johnson Instructional & Student Services Librarian,  
  Law Library; Instructor
 Samuel V. Jones Associate Dean for SCALES & Inclusive  
  Excellence; Professor of Law
 Kathryn J. Kennedy Professor of Law; Director,  
  Center for Tax Law & Employee Benefits
 Jason J. Kilborn Professor of Law
 Maureen Straub Kordesh Associate Professor of Law
 Rogelio A. Lasso Professor of Law
 Paul B. Lewis Professor of Law;  
  Director, Center for International Law
 Raizel Liebler Faculty Scholarship Librarian, Law Library;  
  Instructor
 Daryl Lim Professor of Law;  
  Director, Center for Intellectual Property,  
  Information & Privacy Law
 Ann M. Lousin Professor of Law
 Teri A. McMurtry-Chubb Professor of Law 
 William B.T. Mock Professor of Law
 Hugh M. Mundy Associate Professor of Law
 Samuel R. Olken Professor of Law
 J. Damian Ortiz Clinical Professor of Law; Director,  
  Pro Bono Litigation Clinic
 Shakira D. Pleasant Assistant Professor of Law;  
  Director, Writing Resource Center
 Susan Poser UIC Provost; Vice Chancellor for Academic  
  Affairs; Professor of Law
 Kim D. Ricardo Professor of Law; Director,  
  Lawyering Skills Program
 Randy Robinson II Assistant Professor of Law
 Victor Salas Evening Reference Librarian,  
  Law Library; Instructor
 Steven D. Schwinn Professor of Law
 Michael P. Seng Professor of Law; Center Director,  
  Fair Housing Legal Support Center & Clinic
 David E. Sorkin Associate Dean for Academic Programs;  
  Associate Professor of Law
 Julie M. Spanbauer Vice Dean for Academic Affairs;  
  Professor of Law
 Debra Pogrund Stark Professor of Law
 Paul Theodore Wangerin Clinical Professor of Law
 Mark E. Wojcik Professor of Law
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UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STAFF 

 Megan R. Kreminski  Assistant Director
 Michael Loch  Academic Support Specialist
 Marques L. Rice  Academic Support Specialist
 Ravinder Sahota  Academic Advising Coordinator

UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY LEGAL CLINIC STAFF ATTORNEYS

COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE & SOLIDARITY ECONOMY CLINIC
 Joan D. Clay   Staff Attorney 
 S.L. Owens   Visiting Staff Attorney

FAIR HOUSING LEGAL CLINIC
 Nicolas S. Kurutz  Staff Attorney

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CLINIC
 Nino Guruli  Staff Attorney

PRO BONO LITIGATION CLINIC
 Sarah B. Sallen  Staff Attorney

VETERANS LEGAL CLINIC
 Jillian E. Berner  Senior Staff Attorney
 Samantha F. Stiltner  Staff Attorney

UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL STAFF DIRECTORS 

 Marlo Atchison  Director, Business & Finance
 Saundra E. Brady  Director, Human Resources
 Erik Fagrelius  Director, Corporate & Foundation Relations
 Clarence Glenn  Director, Student Activities & Leadership  
  Development
 Judith Hamill  Director, JMLS Government Relations
 Melissa L. Hansen  Director, Admissions
 Sheila M. Murphy  Co-Director, Restorative Justice Project
 Maridonna Elizabeth Schaal  Director, Stewardship & Advancement  
  Services
 Joseph D. Whisnant  Director, Information Technology Services
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

Academic dress, consisting of cap, gown, and hood, originated about the twelfth century and 
was worn primarily for warmth. Subsequently, material of the gown and the lining and the shape 
of the hood represented the economic and social as well as the academic status of the wearer.

In the United States, the great majority of the academic costumes now worn are in accordance 
with the general provisions of the Intercollegiate Code of 1895, which was revised in 1932 and 
again in 1960. Under this code the bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves, the master’s gown has 
oblong sleeves with an arc at the bottom, and the doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves. All 
gowns were originally black, although the adoption of colored gowns by individual institutions 
in the United States is becoming more prevalent.

The master’s gown is untrimmed. The doctor’s gown is faced down the front with velvet and 
has three bars of velvet across the sleeves. The facing and bars are purple, the color of the law. 
Material of the gown and hood for the master’s degree is usually of cotton poplin, and for the 
doctor’s degree, of rayon or silk-ribbed material. The master’s and doctor’s gowns may be worn 
open or closed. Women may wear white collars with the bachelor’s gown when no hood is worn.

The hoods, which differ in length for the two degrees, are lined with the official colors of the 
UIC John Marshall Law School, usually with one color forming a chevron pattern over the 
other. The master’s hood is three and a half feet, and the doctor’s hood is four feet long. At 
the University of Illinois at Chicago, the lining of the hoods is flame and indigo. For doctoral 
students and for master’s students, the velvet trim at the edge of the hood denotes the law.

The mortarboard cap is standard in the United States for Master of Jurisprudence and Master 
of Laws graduates, while Juris Doctor graduates wear a tam. The tassels for law graduates 
are purple. At the University of Illinois, candidates for degrees wear tassels on the right front 
quadrant of their caps or tams before degrees are conferred and change them to the left front 
quadrant after degrees are conferred by the president. Caps and tams are considered a part of 
the respective costume.

Purple and white cords worn by some graduating students signify the levels of University 
Honors. Purple cords signify summa cum laude and white cords signify students graduating 
cum laude or with honors. Red, white, and blue cords are worn by graduating servicemembers. 
The Jewel of Office and gold collar, which is worn by the president, was presented to the 
university by the University of Illinois Alumni Association. It is emblematic of the Office of the 
President and is worn at all formal academic ceremonies. On the collar are engraved the names 
of the presidents of the university and their years of service. Trustees of the university are 
identified by their blue gowns with blue velvet panels outlined in orange cord.
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A Northern Kentucky native, Dorien Clark grew up outside 
of Cincinnati and earned his bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering, with a minor in chemistry, from the University of 
Cincinnati, before enrolling at UIC Law. 

As a law student, Clark was a member of the Dean’s Leadership 
Academy. He served as the Lead Articles Editor for the UIC 
Review of Intellectual Property Law and published his comment, 
“The Yeezy Boost 350 Copyright Registrations: Did Kanye West 
Turn Justice Breyer’s Fear into a Reality?” Clark was also active in 
the Law School’s USPTO-licensed Trademark Clinic and served 
as a teaching assistant for multiple courses.

Clark began pursuing a career in intellectual property law during  
his first year of law school with a summer associate position at 
McAndrews, Held & Malloy, which he maintained throughout law 
school. He will join the firm full time as an associate this fall.  

In 2020, Clark was awarded the American Intellectual Property 
Law Association’s Past Presidents Award. Clark was selected 
from a pool of national candidates for the merit-based award, 
which recognizes law students who have excelled in the study of 
intellectual property law.

Clark would like to thank his parents, family, and friends, who 
helped him get to where he is today.     

Dorien J. Clark 
Valedictorian  
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ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS 

HONORS PROGRAMS
UIC JOHN MARSHALL LAW REVIEW

Editor-in-Chief
Monica L. Smit

Editorial Board Members
Michelle Rose Disilvestro
Drake Edward
Autum M. Grady
Katelyn E. Healy
Lexi K. Hudson
Taylor Lynn Kollmansberger
Paige A. Krueger
Abbey Jane Luffey
Rachel A. Martin
Thomas Patrick Ryan
Jerry Shen
Polatip Subanajouy
Ronald James Tittle
Allison R. Trendle

Staff Editors
Joseph Michael Vitacco Amari
Melissa Jane Demarco
Stephanie M. Glassberg
Sophie E. Honeyman
Demitri Kladis
Alec D. Murphy
Shannaz R. Salsabilla

Members
Clayton T. Dant
Filip Duda
Kevin R. Graff
Oliver J. Janzen
Adam R. Joseph
Zoe C. Wolkowitz

UIC JOURNAL OF PRIVACY & TECHNOLOGY LAW

Member
Jacob Benjamin Varela Zatorski

UIC REVIEW OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Editor-in-Chief
Andrew D. Butzen

Editorial Board Members
Adam W. Baldwin
Matthew D. Cain
Dorien J. Clark
Alexa Lee Giralamo
Dylan J. Hakey
Christian Z. Karpinski
Jennifer K. Lloyd
Emily Rebecca Shragal Mosnick
Eric Henry Moss
Madylan Louise Yarc

Staff Editors
Joseph M. Nelson
Emily A. Ruzevich
Bill Warners

Member
Alyssa J. Karpinski

MOOT COURT HONORS PROGRAM

Chief Justice
Katelyn E. Healy

Executive Justice
Amanda C. Guertler

Associate Justices
Erin Amanda Ashmore
Destinee N. Burrell
Andrew D. Butzen
Filip Duda
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Dylan J. Hakey
Sabrina Karakaya
Alyssa J. Karpinski
Taylor Lynn Kollmansberger
Monica L. Smit
Deijha M. Swanson

Council Members
Hannah Lin Alderks
Ihsan R. Arman
Adam W. Baldwin
Katarina Bircanin
Liam Robert Brannon
Sierra H. Brizel
Sabina Buczek
Megan C. Cahill
Esteban Carbajal
Melissa M. Cuddington
Asmah M. Daoud
Melissa Jane Demarco
Vicky Diaz
Drake Edward
Scott Thomas Ferrebee
Nina Finnigan
Gabrielle Elise Foley
Anthony J. Gasper
Charles Tyler L. Geneva
Stephanie M. Glassberg
Matthew J. Goldstein
Kevin R. Graff
Adrienne I. Halverson
Gabriella Hansen
Sophie E. Honeyman
Paige A. Krueger
Lexi K. Hudson
Moraweh Ibrahim
Andrea M. Lazzerini
Camey M. Lovelace
Abbey Jane Luffey
Julia A. Mangan
Rachel A. Martin
Ashley A. Messina
Dena Moghtader
Emily Rebecca Shragal Mosnick
James Peterson
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski
Anna Katina Romando
Shannaz R. Salsabilla
Robert J. Scarpelli
Ashley M. Schoenborn
Annie H. Snyder
Allison R. Trendle
Gabrielle E. Voulgaris
Zoe C. Wolkowitz
Renee A. Wright
Madylan Louise Yarc
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TRIAL ADVOCACY & DISPUTE RESOLUTION HONORS 
BOARD AND COUNCIL

Presiding Barrister
Kathryn Joann Patton

Vice Barrister
James S. Betzelos

Associate Barristers
Ihsan R. Arman
Ryan J. Chancellor
Paige A. Krueger
Lacey A. Locke
Skylar Young

Council Members
Dania Ismail Ballout
Victoria E. Barnhill
Bridget C. Bodee
Liam Robert Brannon
Sierra H. Brizel
Donna S. Brown
Kimberly K. Cross
Laura Darby
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Andrea F. Fabian-Checkai
Joseph A. Fay
Matthew J. Goldstein
Madeline Claire Grubbe
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Elaine D. Hackney
Alexandra M. Hayworth
Lexi K. Hudson
Anthony R. Irsuto
Sabrina Karakaya
Karsyn Marie Kratochvil
Andrea M. Lazzerini
Rachel A. Martin
Philip August May
Dena Moghtader
Jake Nabat
Jacob S. Narin
Joseph M. Nelson
Speros Bill Panagos
James Peterson
Alexandra S. Pruitt
David Baldemar Reyes
Paula Rodriguez
Chynnique B. Ross
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski
Eric T. Schneider
Monica L. Smit
John R. Stortz
Wyatt J. Sugrue
Deijha M. Swanson
Marissa Vining
Renee A. Wright

INTERSCHOLASTIC COMPETITIONS
APPELLATE ADVOCACY COMPETITIONS

ABA National Moot Court Competition
Allison R. Trendle

American College of Bankruptcy Seventh Circuit Moot Court Event
Moraweh Ibrahim
Polatip Subanajouy

Appellate Lawyers Association National Moot Court Competition
Deijha M. Swanson

August A. Rendigs, Jr. National Products Liability Moot Court 
Competition

Gabriel Christian Coronado
Filip Duda
Grant M. Vlahopoulos

Cardozo BMI Entertainment and Media Law Moot Court Competition
Andrew  D. Butzen
Emily Rebecca Shragal Mosnick

Chicago Bar Association Moot Court Competition
Michelle Rose Disilvestro
Amanda C. Guertler
David Baldemar Reyes

Civil Rights and Liberties Moot Court Competition
Erin Amanda Ashmore
Lexi K. Hudson

Domenick L. Gabrielli National Family Law Moot Court Competition
Ihsan R. Arman
Michelle Rose Disilvestro
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Sabrina Karakaya

Dean Jerome Prince Memorial Evidence Competition
Sophie E. Honeyman
Abbey Jane Luffey

Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition
Alexandra E. Boland
Garrett Ardell Lee
Victoria K. Wondolowski

Ellen A. (Nell) Hennessy Employee Benefits Moot Court Competition
Adam W. Baldwin

Emergency Law Moot Court Competition
Katelyn E. Healy

Giles Sutherland Rich Memorial Moot Court Competition
Christian Z. Karpinski
Philip August May
Eric Henry Moss
Matthew Spahr

Jaffe Transactional Law Moot Court Competition
Laura Darby
Ashley A. Messina

Immigration Law Competition
Margaret Ferran

National Criminal Procedure Tournament
Matthew J. Goldstein
Madylan Louise Yarc

National Health Law Moot Court Competition
Melissa Jane Demarco
Grant M. Vlahopoulos

National Moot Court Competition
Gabrielle Elise Foley
Anthony J. Gasper
Karen Juarez
Sabrina Karakaya
Emily Rebecca Shragal Mosnick
Ronald James Tittle
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National Moot Court Competition in Child Welfare and Adoption Law
Renee A. Wright

National Native American Law Students Association (NNALSA) Moot 
Court Competition

Rachel E. Jacob
Alyssa J. Karpinski
Ashley M. Schoenborn

National Online Moot Court Competition
Joseph Michael Vitacco Amari
Katarina Bircanin
Justin A. Malec 
Gabrielle E. Voulgaris

National Pretrial Competition
James Peterson

National Veterans Law Moot Court Competition
Rachel E. Jacob
Julia A. Mangan

New York University School of Law Immigration Law Moot Court 
Competition

Erin Amanda Ashmore
Gabriel Christian Coronado
Margaret Ferran
Camey M. Lovelace

Robert F. Wagner National Labor and Employment Law Moot Court 
Competition

Katelyn E. Healy
Madylan Louise Yarc

Saul Lefkowitz Trademark Moot Court Competition
Adam W. Baldwin

Stetson International Environmental Moot Court Competition
Lily M. Amberg

Thomas Tang National Moot Court Competition
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Edward Myungkyun Ko
Shannaz R. Salsabilla

Thurgood Marshall National (BLSA) Moot Court Competition
Destinee N. Burrell
Kimberly K. Cross

CANCELLED APPELLATE ADVOCACY COMPETITIONS 

2020 ABA National Appellate Advocacy Competition (NAAC)
Matthew J. Goldstein
Amanda C. Guertler
Mohena Kaur
Taylor Lynn Kollmansberger
Monica L. Smit

2020 AIPLA Giles S. Rich Memorial Moot Court Competition
Dylan J. Hakey
Christian Z. Karpinski

John J. Gibbons National Criminal Procedure Moot Court Competition
Abbey Jane Luffey

National Moot Court Competition In Child Welfare and Adoption Law
Elaine D. Hackney
Deijha M. Swanson
Yushen Xiang

44th Annual Robert F. Wagner Labor and Employment Law Moot 
Court Competition

Katelyn E. Healy

16th Annual Williams Institute Moot Court Competition
Lily M. Amberg
Dena Moghtader
Shannaz R. Salsabilla

TRIAL ADVOCACY & DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
COMPETITIONS

ABA Labor and Employment Trial Competition
Joseph A. Fay
Sabrina Karakaya
Paula Rodriguez

ABA Law Student Division Arbitration Regional Competition
Ihsan R. Arman
Donna S. Brown
Anthony R. Irsuto
Karsyn Marie Kratochvil
Philip August May
Marissa Vining

ABA Law Student Division Client Counseling Competition
Madeline Claire Grubbe
Jake Nabat

ABA Law Student Division Negotiation Regional Competition
Sierra H. Brizel
Andrea F. Fabian-Checkai
Madeline Claire Grubbe
Jake Nabat
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski
Wyatt J. Sugrue
Deijha M. Swanson
Skylar Young

All Star National Bracket Challenge
Alexandra S. Pruitt
John R. Stortz

American Association for Justice Student Trial Advocacy Competition
Joseph A. Fay
Karsyn Marie Kratochvil
Paige A. Krueger
Andrea M. Lazzerini
Kathryn Joann Patton
James Peterson
Paula Rodriguez

BLSA Constance Baker Motley Mock Trial Competition
Kimberly K. Cross
Elaine D. Hackney
Chynnique B. Ross
Deijha M. Swanson

Buffalo-Niagara Mock Trial Competition
James S. Betzelos
Ryan J. Chancellor

Capitol City Challenge
James S. Betzelos
Ryan J. Chancellor
Speros Bill Panagos
James Peterson

Drexel’s Battle of the Experts Mock Trial Competition
Joseph A. Fay

Fordham National Basketball Negotiation Competition
Sierra H. Brizel
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski

GGU In Vino Veritas Criminal Mock Trial Competition
Alexandra M. Hayworth

International Academy of Dispute Resolution Mediation Tournament
Victoria E. Barnhill
Sierra H. Brizel
Anthony R. Irsuto
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski

Law Student National Representation in Mediation National 
Competition

Lacey A. Locke
Marissa Vining
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Law Student National Representation in Mediation Regional 
Competition

Bridget C. Bodee
Lacey A. Locke
Laura Darby
Marissa Vining

Martin Luther King, Jr., National Civil Rights Trial Competition
Liam Robert Brannon
Matthew J. Goldstein
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Elaine D. Hackney
Kathryn Joann Patton
James Peterson
Paula Rodriguez

McGeorge National Ethics Competition
Ihsan R. Arman
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Sabrina Karakaya
David Baldemar Reyes

National Pretrial Competition
Paige A. Krueger
Lacey A. Locke
James Peterson

Puerto Rico Trial Competition
Dania Ismail Ballout
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Andrea M. Lazzerini

South Texas Trial Competition
Jacob S. Narin
Renee A. Wright

Summit Cup Mock Trial Competition
James S. Betzelos
Ryan J. Chancellor
Speros Bill Panagos
Kathryn Joann Patton
Alexandra S. Pruitt

Syracuse National Trial Competition
Dania Ismail Ballout
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Andrea M. Lazzerini

Texas Young Lawyers Association National Trial Advocacy 
Competition

Rachel A. Martin
Kathryn Joann Patton

Tulane International Baseball Salary Arbitration Competition
Sierra H. Brizel
Joseph M. Nelson
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski
Eric T. Schneider

UHLC Mediator Competition
Bridget C. Bodee
Skylar Young

Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Loyola Pre-Moot
Lexi K. Hudson
Alexandra S. Pruitt
Wyatt J. Sugrue
Skylar Young

Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot
Lexi K. Hudson
Alexandra S. Pruitt
Wyatt J. Sugrue
Skylar Young

CO–CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President
Lacey A. Locke

ABA Representative
Alexandra S. Pruitt

Alumni Relations Student Liaison
Alexandra M. Hayworth

Graduate Student Liaisons
Marshall David Janevicius
Marissa Vining

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
John N. Jewett Scholarship

Taylor Lynn Kollmansberger

Arba N. Waterman Scholarship
Dorien J. Clark

Student Ambassador Recognition Award 
Ira E. Berke
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JURIS DOCTOR CONCENTRATIONS
CRIMINAL LAW & PROCEDURE

Dania Ismail Ballout
Melissa M. Cuddington
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Gabrielle Elise Foley
Alexis Danai Garcia
Amanda C. Guertler
Sophie E. Honeyman
Kathryn Joann Patton
Ashley M. Schoenborn

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Adam W. Baldwin
Matthew D. Cain
Jun Cheng
Juliann Egizio
Dylan J. Hakey
Christian Z. Karpinski
Noah Gene Kim
Richard J. Lee
Eric Henry Moss
Jacob S. Narin

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

Dania Ismail Ballout
Humera S. Nayeb
Alexandra F. O’Hehir
Shannaz R. Salsabilla
Abigail P. Simmons

SUSTAINABILITY

Adam R. Joseph

TRIAL ADVOCACY & DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Ihsan R. Arman
Dania Ismail Ballout
James S. Betzelos
Katarina Bircanin
Liam Robert Brannon
Donna S. Brown
Ryan J. Chancellor
Rebecca A. Day
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Michelle Rose Disilvestro
Karen May Droz
Andrea F. Fabian-Checkai
Joseph A. Fay
Margaret Ferran
Nina Finnigan
Amanda C. Guertler
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Elaine D. Hackney
Gabriella Hansen
Alexandra M. Hayworth
Sabrina Karakaya
Lacey A. Locke
Abbey Jane Luffey
Rachel A. Martin
Lindsey Marie Mirabella-Grupp
Dena Moghtader
Kathryn Joann Patton
Alexandra S. Pruitt
Anna Katina Romando
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski
Emma M. Valek
Vanessa Zamudio

JURIS DOCTOR
Juris Doctor May 2021 Graduates

Aisha M. Abid
John P. Adams
Gerta Agalliu
Linnea Alice Agner
Hannah Lin Alderks, cum laude
Nadia Hassan Ali
Morad F. Alzubidi
Joseph Michael Vitacco Amari, magna cum laude
Lily M. Amberg
Ihsan R. Arman, cum laude
Erin Amanda Ashmore
Adam W. Baldwin, cum laude
Dania Ismail Ballout
Victoria E. Barnhill
Jake R. Bartels
Alexandra C. Bergman
Ira E. Berke
James S. Betzelos, cum laude
Katarina Bircanin, cum laude
Sara Blackerby
Rachel Erin Blitt, cum laude
Bridget C. Bodee
Alexandra E. Boland
Morgan Elizabeth Braastad
Liam Robert Brannon
Patricia Brito Salazar
Sierra H. Brizel, cum laude
Donna S. Brown
Sabina Buczek, cum laude
Destinee N. Burrell, cum laude
Andrew D. Butzen, magna cum laude
Megan C. Cahill, cum laude
Matthew D. Cain
Esteban Carbajal, cum laude
Ryan J. Chancellor, magna cum laude
Jun Cheng, magna cum laude
Dorien J. Clark, summa cum laude
Sayra Vanessa Contreras
David J. Cornett
Gabriel Christian Coronado
Sarah Anne Cronin
Kimberly K. Cross
Melissa M. Cuddington, cum laude
Samuel J. Cundari
Clayton T. Dant, magna cum laude
Asmah M. Daoud
Laura Darby
Rebecca A. Day
Jacalyn E. Deluca
Melissa Jane Demarco, magna cum laude
Philip M. Denys
Vicky Diaz
Michelle Rose Disilvestro, magna cum laude
Jack T. Dorman
Karen May Droz
Filip Duda, magna cum laude
Drake Edward, cum laude
Juliann Egizio
Andrea F. Fabian-Checkai
Joseph A. Fay
Margaret Ferran
Scott Thomas Ferrebee, cum laude
Nina Finnigan, cum laude
Emily Ann Flint
Gabrielle Elise Foley
Jon T. Fortin
Kyle S. Freeman

The listing of candidates and degrees in this program is preliminary and subject to final degree-requirement 
evaluation. A candidate earns a degree after the Office of Admissions and Records determines that the 
candidate has satisfactorily completed all graduation requirements and posted final grades on the official 
record. The diploma of the University of Illinois Chicago, signed and sealed by its appropriate officers, is the 
official public document evidencing that a degree has been awarded.



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS CHICAGO | 2021 COMMENCEMENT

Javier A. Fuentes
Maryfer Galindo, cum laude
Alexis Danai Garcia
Anthony J. Gasper
Charles Tyler L. Geneva, cum laude
Alexa Lee Giralamo, cum laude
Stephanie M. Glassberg, magna cum laude
Matthew J. Goldstein
Hannah E. Grace
Autum M. Grady, cum laude
Christine Elizabeth Grady
Kevin R. Graff, magna cum laude
Madeline Claire Grubbe
Amanda C. Guertler
Jerrilyn G. Gumila
Elaine D. Hackney
Dylan J. Hakey
Adrienne I. Halverson
Gabriella Hansen
Mona Hariri
Alyssa N. Harms
Autumn B. Haslinger
Alexandra M. Hayworth, cum laude
Katelyn E. Healy, magna cum laude
Matthew S. Henry
Joseph Thomas Herrmann
Sophie E. Honeyman, cum laude
Asher P. Horcher
Casey Anne Hornsby
Lexi K. Hudson, cum laude
Jiyeon Huh
Moraweh Ibrahim, cum laude
Anthony R. Irsuto
Donterria Jackson
Anthony J. Jackson
Rachel E. Jacob
Andrew John Jacobs
Maritza Jaimes, cum laude
Marshall David Janevicius*
Oliver J. Janzen, cum laude
Brooke A. Jenkins
Andrew Dylan Jimenez
Ryan J. Johnson
Adam R. Joseph, cum laude
Karen Juarez
Sabrina Karakaya, cum laude
Alyssa J. Karpinski, cum laude
Christian Z. Karpinski, cum laude
Mohena Kaur, cum laude
Amreen Khan
Minaal Khan
Noah Gene Kim, magna cum laude
Demitri Kladis, cum laude
Edward Myungkyun Ko
Taylor Lynn Kollmansberger, summa cum laude
Bradley M. Kolpack
Peter James Kozelka, cum laude
Karsyn Marie Kratochvil
Hannah Beth Kreinik
Paige A. Krueger, cum laude
Renee Noel Lagrippe
Thomas J. Lawler, cum laude
Andrea M. Lazzerini
Garrett Ardell Lee
Richard J. Lee
Lauren Danielle Lewis, cum laude
Ekaterine N. Liapis
Jennifer K. Lloyd
Lacey A. Locke
Camey M. Lovelace, cum laude
Abbey Jane Luffey, magna cum laude
Tafari A. Mahou
Justin A. Malec, magna cum laude
Julia A. Mangan, cum laude
Maham Mansoor
Rachel A. Martin, magna cum laude
Philip August May
Eamon J. McCullough

Ashley A. Messina, cum laude
Tracey O. Miller
Lindsey Marie Mirabella-Grupp, cum laude
Dena Moghtader, cum laude
Kayla Rose Montagano
Kassandra R. Morfin
Emily Rebecca Shragal Mosnick, cum laude
Eric Henry Moss, summa cum laude
Gust William Mossides
Alec D. Murphy, cum laude
Thomas R. Murray
Majda Mustedanagic*
Jake Nabat
Jacob S. Narin
Sergio Navarrete
Humera S. Nayeb, cum laude
Joseph M. Nelson, cum laude
Michelle Ofori
Alexandra F. O’Hehir
Speros Bill Panagos
Rigas Paul James Pappas, magna cum laude
Dhara G. Patel
Kathryn Joann Patton, cum laude
Lauren Nicole Penland
Jennifer P. Perimal
James Peterson
Aimee Piatek
Jason Anthony Pica
Paige Nicole Pierson
Alexandra S. Pruitt, magna cum laude
Mohammed Shafeeq Rahman
David Baldemar Reyes
Paula Rodriguez
Anna Katina Romando
Daniel L. Rosen
Chynnique B. Ross
Emily A. Ruzevich
Thomas Patrick Ryan, cum laude
Brittany A. Rygiel
Piotr Tadeusz Sadelski
Basil M. Salem
Shannaz R. Salsabilla, cum laude
Nicholas Angelo Sandowski, cum laude
Robert J. Scarpelli
George J. Schaller
Eric T. Schneider
Ashley M. Schoenborn, cum laude
Lauren Alexandrea Senko
Kevin M. Sheetz, cum laude
Ryan L. Sheldon
Jerry Shen, cum laude
Axel J. Sierra
Abigail P. Simmons
Marc Ian Singer
Monica L. Smit, magna cum laude
Evan J. Smith, cum laude
Paris L. Smith, magna cum laude
Annie H. Snyder, cum laude
Matthew Spahr
John R. Stortz
Cassie Stott
Polatip Subanajouy, cum laude
Wyatt J. Sugrue
William Lupe Swank
Deijha M. Swanson
Ronald James Tittle, cum laude
Andrew Shay Tonino
Allison R. Trendle, summa cum laude
Veronica Angelique Trimble
Emma M. Valek
Christopher Thomas Van Alsburg, cum laude
Jacob Benjamin Varela Zatorski 
Marissa Vining
Nathan Julius Virag
Grant M. Vlahopoulos
Gabrielle E. Voulgaris
Priya Wadehra
Bill Warners
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Zoe C. Wolkowitz, magna cum laude
Victoria K. Wondolowski
Renee A. Wright
Yushen Xiang
Madylan Louise Yarc, cum laude
Skylar Young
Alison K. Yurchuck
Vanessa Zamudio

*  denotes a student who earned both JD and LLM degrees. 

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW
MASTER OF LAWS IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS & 
TRADE LAW

Marshall David Janevicius, honors
Yasra Javed

CENTER FOR REAL ESTATE LAW 
MASTER OF LAWS IN REAL ESTATE LAW

Jacob Daniel Behrens
Majda Mustedanagic, honors

CENTER FOR TAX LAW & EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS
MASTER OF LAWS IN EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Sarah N. Magill, honors
David M. Wehr, honors

MASTER OF LAWS IN ESTATE PLANNING

Brian Johnson, honors




